Thistle Hill Estates Phase II Homeowners Association, Inc.

LAWN AND LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE EXPECTATIONS
It is the intent of this letter to clarify expectations for lawn and landscape care and
maintenance as mandated by the governing documents of Thistle Hill Estates Phase II.
This applies to all lawn and landscaping in front and side yards. Back yards will be exempt
from this policy unless the Association becomes aware of an egregious violation that poses
an impact to adjacent properties. These impacts may include but are not limited to unsightly
overgrowth, migration of weeds via natural processes, or weeds and grass growing through
common property fences.
General
All lawns, landscaped and paved areas in the front or side of each house shall be kept free of
weeds, trash, debris, detritus, or other unsightly materials or objects, and maintained in a
condition that is consistent with the standard of maintenance generally prevailing within the
community.
Lawns
Acceptable turf grasses are Bermuda, St. Augustine, Fescue, Rye, or Zoysia.
Lawns shall be maintained to keep them in a neat and attractive manner. During the growing
season for the specified ornamental turf grass (March-October for Bermuda and St.
Augustine, October-April for annual rye) should be mowed weekly or as conditions warrant
in order to maintain a neat and even appearance. Ornamental turf grasses will be considered
too tall and in violation of this policy if the majority of the grass area has developed seed
heads. At no point shall any turf grass or weed exceed six inches in length, as measured with
a standard ruler placed firmly on the lawn. See Figure A
Lawns shall be seeded, fertilized and watered as necessary to keep them healthy and green
during the growing season. The Association reserves the right to be flexible during periods
of high heat and low rainfall; however, dead or dying lawns during the summer season are
not acceptable.
Weed Control
Weeds in lawns will be considered any plant other than the listed turf grasses. Weeds in
flower bed/landscaped areas will include any number of common undesirables listed in
available literature and that which is not commercially grown for purposes of beautification,
shade, or other beneficial purpose, and shall also include turf grass.

Lawns and landscaped areas are expected to be free of weeds to the greatest extent
feasible. Methods of control may include natural or synthetic herbicides or pre-emergents
and hand removal.
Concrete expansion joints, flatwork, and paved areas shall be kept weed and grass free.
Edging
The physical distinction between lawns and adjacent paving shall be maintained via
edging. At no point shall grass be allowed to extend beyond the nose line of the adjacent
paving, as shown in Figure A.
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FIGURE A

Trees
Trees shall be pruned as needed. Dead branches shall be removed. Dead trees shall be
removed and replaced.
Delineated tree wells are not required. Trees may be integrated into adjacent lawns by
allowing grass growth to the trunk of the tree without any border or delineation.
However, a poorly maintained tree well (e.g grassy, weedy mulched tree well) will not be
acceptable.
Shrubs
Shrubs and bushes shall be maintained and neatly manicured. Dead branches and dead
shrubs shall be removed. All trees, bushes, and shrubs shall be controlled and maintained
so as not to interfere with public services (e.g. mail delivery) or pedestrian access on
public sidewalks.
This letter may also be found online at www.thistlehill2.com/lawn.pdf

2 of 2

